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The WeCAHN poultry network met 13th September
2024 with veterinarians, producers, laboratory
diagnosticians, provincial veterinarians and
researchers in attendance discussing the poultry
health events of Q2 (April - June 2024).

1) Overview
Data sources in this report include:

Clinical Impressions Surveys completed by
network veterinarians.

1.

Data shared by western veterinary diagnostic
laboratories: Manitoba Veterinary Services
Diagnostic Laboratory (VSDL), Prairie Diagnostic
Services (PDS), and University of Calgary College
of Veterinary Medicine Diagnostic Services Unit
(UCVM DSU).

2.

Western condemnation data from federal
slaughterhouses.

3.

2) Interesting Cases

Case Reports: 
Salmonella Enteritis (SE) in broiler chicks

COMMENT: our practice has recently seen some SE
cases in really young chicks.

Case 1:
History: 

7-day old broiler chicks. Attending veterinarian
called to investigate increased early mortality.
Based on visit and post-mortem diagnosis of
blood poisoning the veterinarian did not suspect
SE.
SE was isolated from the yolk sac only, so if this
tissue hadn’t been submitted the diagnosis
would’ve been missed.

COMMENT: in a previous SE outbreak in 2008, SE
would typically be isolated from yolk sac and also other
submitted organs. 

Response:
Culling, and cleanup after batch closeout.

Cases 2 & 3:
4-day old Taiwanese Chicken (TC) chicks with
similar clinical signs, post-mortem and lab findings.

Case 4: Identified from diagnostic laboratory dataset
History: Spleen and bone marrow from broiler
submitted to bacteriology lab at UCVM DSU for culture
and sensitivity; no additional history.

Culture and sensitivity: Salmonella was isolated from
spleen submitted to lab after 24 hours.

COMMENTS ON SE IN YOUNG BROILERS:
some of the asymptomatic birds will be infected
with SE.
Problem: the SE will continue to be there in some
of the healthy birds in the case flocks. If the SE
should result in human cases, this will be linked
back to poultry industry based on genomics.
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